
For many people, philanthropy helps embody 
values and strengthen legacies. It starts with a 

plan and a strong sense of purpose.

To start building your philanthropic legacy, explore 
your options with your team of trusted professionals.

DEFINE 
YOUR PURPOSE
Philanthropy is deeply personal. Making a significant, 
positive impact for the causes you care about requires 
a strategic approach and a clear mission. Defining your 
core purpose – your why – builds a strong foundation 
that keeps your giving focused.

GET 
HANDS-ON
Depending on the cause, donating time may be more 
worthwhile than money. You may consider running for 
local o�ice, becoming a nonprofit board member, 
o�ering pro bono work, mentoring behind the scenes 
or donating the use of your property and real estate. 
Identify what puts your vision into action.

CHOOSE 
YOUR VEHICLE

A giving strategy calls for choosing the right vehicle for 
your goals. While direct donations are most common 
and o�en o�er tax benefits, private foundations and 
donor advised funds have legacy-building potential 

and o�er flexibility for impact. 

TEAM UP
When you coordinate your e�orts with other like-minded 
philanthropists, you can combine resources and harness 

the power of community to achieve incredible outcomes. 
Coordinating with other people and organizations can 

help you to push your ambitions to new heights.

A guide to giving
WITH PURPOSE

This content is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal or tax advice. Please consult 
your advisor to determine the best giving strategy for your individual circumstances.

Investment products are: not deposits, not FDIC/NCUA insured, not insured by any government agency, not 
bank guaranteed, subject to risk and may lose value. © 2025 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New 
York Stock Exchange/SIPC. © Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Raymond James 

is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 25-BDMKT-7179 SP 11/25

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: THE RAYMOND JAMES FINANCIAL CENTER 
880 CARILLON PARKWAY ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33716   //   800.248.8863   //   RAYMONDJAMES.COM


